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British Birds. January 1; 1912. Vol. V, No. 8. 

Dr. L. Bureau's work on the Partridge. By N. F. T. — A review in 
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The North American Peregrine in Lincolnshire and Leicestershire. By 
G. H. Eaton Haigh. 
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The Avicultural Magazine. Vol. III. No. 3. January, 1912. 
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placed in the genus Calocitta! 

The Avicultural Magazine. Vol. III. No. 4. February, 1912. 

Some Notes on the Secretary Bird. By Major Horebrugh and W. H. 
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The Undescribed Juvenal Plumage of the Yucatan Jay. Zoological 
Scientific Contributions of the New York Zoological Society, Vol. I, No. 7, 
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Coll. 56, No. 27, 1911.) 

Hellmayr, C. E. Description de Trois Nouvelles Especes d'Oiseaux 
des Families de Dendrocolaptides et Formicariides. (Rev. Francaise 
d'Orn. Nos. 24 et 24 bis 1911.) 
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Hellmayr, C. E. Ueber neue und seltene Vogel aus Siidpera. (Ver- 
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Henshaw, H. W. Report of the Chief of the Bureau of Biological 
Survey for 1911. (Ann. Rep. U. S. Dept. Agr.) 

Mearns, E. A. Description of Seven New African Grass-Warblers 
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Parkin, Thomas. The Great Auk. A Record of Sales of Birds and 
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Pennells Ltd. 1911. Price, 2 shillings. 
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Shufeldt, R. W. Study of Birds' Eggs. (Emu, XI, Pt. 3, 1912.) 

Swarth, H. S. Report on a Collection of Birds and Mammals from 
Vancouver Island. (Univ. of California Publ., Zoology, X, No. 1, pp. 1- 
124. Feb. 13, 1912.) 

Taylor, W. P. Field Notes on Amphibian, Reptiles and Birds of 
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Avicultural Magazine, (3) III, Nos. 3-5, Jan.-Mar., 1912. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Photography of Birds' Eggs. 

To the Editor of 'The Auk': — 

Dear Sir: — A number of years ago I published several articles on my 
methods of photographing the eggs of birds, and at that time the subject 
was attracting considerable attention. Mr. Henry E. Dresser, then en- 
gaged upon his Eggs of the Birds of Europe, sent me several of his colored 
plates of eggs for my criticism with respect to the selection of backgrounds. 
They were the most beautiful things of the kind I had ever seen, and, in 
fact, I had one or two of them framed for my study. Besides being fat 
ahead of my own achievements in that line, they were elegantly colored 
and true to nature. Mr. Dresser never wrote me how he made his photo- 
graphs of birds' eggs, which latter, as we know, stand among the most diffi- 
cult of all small, inanimate objects representing biological material that the 
naturalist seeks to obtain photographs of for illustrative purposes. Some 
ten or fifteen years ago, when I first undertook to photograph birds' eggs, 
the success I met with was only partial. In those days I used to stick the 
blown eggs on to a vertical pane of glass with a piece of soft wax. Care 
was taken that the glass was free from all blemishes (air-bubbles, etc.), 
and the eggs could be arranged as desired and as they were to appear in 
the photograph for reproduction and publication. A background of any 
selected kind was firmly fixed at a proper distance behind the glass and in a 
plane parallel to it. In setting up the camera to make the exposures, it 
was done so that the visual axis or line passing through the lens was per- 
pendicular to these planes, and at a middle point of the egg or eggs to be 
photographed. 



